
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th and 8th Grade Language Arts Summer Homework 
 

Reading Assignment Directions: 

1. Read a book of your choice at your reading level. Choose a book that is at a 
medium challenge level and preferably one you have not read before. 

2. While reading, use the reading strategies listed below to better help you 
understand the text. 

3. Upon completion of the book, write a literary letter to your community 
teacher using the guidelines explained on the back of this sheet. 

Reading Strategies Chart 

Reading Strategy Reader’s Mind Set How this Sentence Starts... 
Make Connections: 
● Text-to self 
● Text-to-text 
● Text-to-World 

I need to think about what I already know and 
how it is connected to what I am reading. 

“That reminds me of….” 

Create images/visualizing 
use all five senses and 
emotions 

I need to use my senses to help me understand 
what I am reading. 

“These words make me-see, hear, 
taste, smell, and /or feel (physically 
or emotionally)…” 

Ask Questions I need to pay attention to the questions in my 
head when I am reading. 

“I wonder-who, what, where, when, why, 
how…..” 
“I wonder why the author…” 

Determine Importance I need to recognize what is important and what 
is not important when I read. 

“I think this is important because….” 

Make Inferences I need to notice meaning that may not be directly 
stated in the text. 

“Even though it doesn’t say it in the text, I 
think.. Because...” 

Synthesize information: Move 
beyond summarizing and 
retelling to construct meaning. 

I need to think about how all the ideas and 
pieces fit together, including those that are in 
the text and those that are in my head, to help 
me come to an understanding of the whole text. 

“I think this is the big idea because…” 

“I’ve come to understand 
that …. Because….” 

Monitor for meaning I need to understand that reading must make 
sense, and I need to do something when 
reading 
doesn’t. 

“I am confused by….” 
“I think I get it now because….” 

Use the information on the back of this page to structure 
your “literary letter.” 

***For students who wish to read along with an audiobook, consider checking a book 
out online through cincinnatilibrary.org 

****If understanding the book is challenging, you may also watch the movie version of 
the book for extra support. 

http://cincinnatilibrary.org/


 

Directions for Literary Letter: Follow the outline below and include detail in your 
literary letter. Assume your audience has not read the book before when choose 
which details to include. 

 
Paragraph 1: Give some background information about the book. Answer 

questions such as: What is the title? Who is the author? When was the book 
written? How did you choose the book? What is the reading level? What 
genre is the book? 

Paragraph 2: Provide a summary of the book in which you reveal the main 
setting, major characters, major events, and/or main conflict. Help the 
reader get the general idea of the book. 

 
Paragraph 3: Explain how you used at least two of the seven reading strategies 

listed on the front of this sheet. Provide one quotation from the book for 
each strategy and explain how using that strategy helped you to better 
understand or enjoy that part of the story. 

Paragraph 4: Discuss a major conflict or issue in the story. Was the conflict ever 
resolved and if so, how. If not, why not. Explain using examples from the 
book to support your answer. 

 
Paragraph 5: Explain whether or not you would recommend this book to a 

friend and why. 
 

Sign and date your letter. 
 
 

Literary Letter Guidelines 
● All letters must be typed 
● Times New Roman 12-pt font 
● Double-Spaced, 2 pages in length 
● Proofread and edit your work for spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and grammar 
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