
    
     

    
 

                 
                  

                
                      

              
 

    
                  

                  
 

          
 

            
    

      
   
     

 

 
         

      
         

           
    

        
    

      
   
    

 
          

      
          

 
                   
                    

                      
                   

 
 
 

    
                    

                  
                   

        
 
 
 
 
 

Gamble Montessori High School 
AP English Literature and Composition 

Summer Homework Assignment: 2020-2021 

Welcome to Mr. Ogilby’s AP English Literature and Composition. This course requires you to read, analyze, 
and discuss literature in depth and to write about literature in a manner that demonstrates knowledge and critical 
thinking abilities across various literary genres. The works listed below should be available at local libraries, 
but we encourage you to obtain a personal copy that will allow you to highlight and write in the works as you 
desire. We will be using hard copies (not electronic copies) of the novels. 

A. LITERARY WORKS 
Read and annotate BOTH of the novels listed below. [Annotations on these novels are to be handwritten 
in a journal and in your own words—no notes from other sources; 3-5 pgs. min. for each novel.] 

Due date for notes: the first day of class. 

1. The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man, by James Weldon Johnson 
❖ Notes should include: 

➢ list of characters with descriptions 
➢ plot summary 
➢ themes (in sentence form) 

➢ A short explanation of how the novel demonstrates 
the difference between achievement and aspiration 
in the characters of Shiny and the narrator. 

➢ an overview of how the themes in this novel are 
applicable in 2020. 

2. Speak No Evil, by Uzodinma Iweala 
❖ Notes should include: 

➢ list of characters with descriptions 
➢ plot summary 
➢ themes (in sentence form) 

➢ a brief analysis of two of the binaries (opposing 
forces) present in the novel. 

➢ a brief analysis (not summary) of a key scene. 

When you return to school in August, we will devote approximately three weeks to the discussion of these two 
works, including in-class essays written on both novels. You will be asked to reflect on the writers, their styles, 
the content of the novels, and the themes. This will not be a “test” requiring memorization of details. You will 
write analytical essays that demonstrate your deep understanding of the text as a whole. 

B. STUDY GUIDE 
Purchase, read and annotate your own copy of How to Read Literature Like a Professor, by Thomas C. Foster 
(approx. $9.95 on Amazon.com). Study and learn the literary terms throughout the book. [This book will be 
used throughout the year and may be purchased at all area bookstores or at Amazon.com.] I will check your 
annotations when you return from summer break. 

https://Amazon.com
https://Amazon.com

